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PICNIC AND CAMPING SITES IN THE STATE FORESTS OF CYPRUS

GGeenneerraall
This leaflet gives useful information about the picnic and camping sites which are
situated in the state forests of the government controlled areas of Cyprus. The object
is to help visitors choose the most suitable site depending on where they reside and
on their preferences.  

TThhee FFoorreessttss ooff CCyypprruuss
The forests constitute a valuable
part of the natural environment
of our island and the dominant
element of the Cyprus mountain
environment. High forests, that
is, those in which trees are
dominant, are mainly state
forests and are managed by the
Forestry Department of the
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural
Resources and Environment. It is
in these forests where picnic and
camping sites are usually created. Our forests are mainly natural forests with an
impressive biodiversity and great ecological value. The main forest tree is the
Calabrian pine ((PPiinnuuss bbrruuttiiaa)) from the coast up to 1200-1400 m, while in the higher
altitudes of Troodos the dominant species is the black pine ((PPiinnuuss nniiggrraa ssp.
ppaallllaassiiaannaa)). In the main rivers dominant are the oriental plane ((PPllaattaannuuss oorriieennttaalliiss))
and oriental alder ((AAllnnuuss oorriieennttaalliiss)). In small areas there are also other species such
as the Cyprus cedar ((CCeeddrruuss bbrreevviiffoolliiaa)) and the Mediterranean cypress ((CCuupprreessssuuss
sseemmppeerrvviirreennss)). Among the shrubs, in the medium and higher altitudes a common
species is the endemic golden oak ((QQuueerrccuuss aallnniiffoolliiaa)) which forms compact forests
((llaattzziieerraa)) or is found together with the pine as an under-storey. At low altitudes,
prevalent are the maqui forests, the predominant species being apart from the
Calabrian pine, the Phoenicean juniper ((JJuunniippeerruuss pphhooeenniicceeaa)), the wild olive tree
((OOlleeaa eeuurrooppaaeeaa)), the carob tree ((CCeerraattoonniiaa ssiilliiqquuaa)) and lentisk ((PPiissttaacciiaa lleennttiissccuuss)).

TThhee MMaannaaggeemmeenntt ooff FFoorreessttss
The Cyprus forests, with a strong Mediterranean character have a small productivity
in timber. But they are indeed, significant to our country since they offer many other
benefits and services of an economic value, infinitely greater than that of timber
production.  Such benefits are recreation, agrotourism, the protection of biodiversity,
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conservation of water resources, soil protection, mitigation of the greenhouse
phenomenon, improvement of the landscape and the production of game, aromatic
herbs, mushrooms and other products.   

Because of these special characteristics, the forests are managed by the Forestry
Department for the provision of recreation, protection of nature and other related
functions, while timber production is a secondary target of management.  Many
forest areas have been declared as National Forest Parks and Nature Reserves.
Besides, state forests constitute more than 70% of the total area of the NATURA
2000 network of our country, this being a strong evidence of their high ecological
value. 

The main threat to our forests comes from forest fires which are favored by the long,
dry and hot summer. The Forestry Department devotes the greatest part of its
annual budgets and personnel to the prevention and fighting of fires.  It should be
noted that all disastrous forest fires in Cyprus are caused by humans.  In the last
years a new threat to our forests comes from the over warming of the planet which
causes droughts, decrease in vigor and changes to the composition of species or their
extinction.

PPiiccnniicc aanndd CCaammppiinngg SSiitteess
Within the framework of the efforts to
improve the opportunities for recreation
offered by forests, the Forestry Depar-
tment has developed, and has been
continuously improving, a series of recre-
ation facilities such as picnic and camping
sites, nature trails, view points, bicycle
paths, visitor centers and botanical
gardens. These works are funded from
the state budgets and recently from the
Rural Development Plan.

The picnic and camping sites, which are
the object of the leaflet, started to be
created since the 1950’s. Today there are
40 picnic and 5 camping sites in the state
forests of the government controlled
areas of Cyprus. 

The picnic sites are created in locations
which provide easy access, shade, water,
suitable topography and usually an
attractive landscape. The facilities which
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are offered are: tables, barbecues, drinking water, parking, children playgrounds and
sanitary facilities. No entrance fee is required for their use.  

Camping sites offer corresponding facilities such as camping places, parking and
sanitary facilities, drinking water, tables, barbecues and children playgrounds while
in some of them electricity, baths and kitchens are also provided.  A small fee is
charged for their use. The fee for the Forestry Department’s camping sites is
specified in the official pricelist of the Department and information may be obtained
from the website of the Department wwwwww..mmooaa..ggoovv..ccyy//ffoorreesstt. 

SSuuiittaabbiilliittyy ooff UUssee ddeeppeennddiinngg oonn  tthhee ttiimmee ooff tthhee yyeeaarr
Picnic and camping sites are more suitable to use during a specific period of the year
and less suitable during the rest of the year depending on the altitude. Thus, picnic
sites at altitudes of over 1300-1400 m (like Pasha Livadhi and Almirolivadho) are
more suitable in summer and less
suitable in winter, when they are
usually snow covered and tempe-
ratures are very low. The same
applies also to the camping sites of
Troodos, Platania and Kampi tou
Kalogirou.  

The picnic sites in low-altitude areas
like that of Athalassa, are suitable
throughout the year, except during
the very hot days of July and August
and the rainy days of winter. The
picnic sites situated near the coast
are suitable even during the hottest days of summer. 

RRuulleess ooff ccoonndduucctt ooff vviissiittoorrss
Visitors of picnic and camping sites should comply with certain basic rules of conduct,
to ensure that minimum damage is caused to the environment but also the comfort
of other visitors.  The most important of these rules are the following:

l The lighting of fire is allowed only in barbecues which are provided. At certain
picnic sites like those of Asinou and Athalassa, the lighting of fire is prohibited. 

l Before you leave the site make sure that the embers have entirely died down even
if you have stored them in places which may exist for this purpose. 

l The use of wood found in the forest for the lighting of fire and the cooking of food
is not allowed.  Visitors should bring with them the necessary quantity of coals.
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l Keep the place clean.  Pick all your garbage and put them in garbage bins or if they
are full take the garbage with you. Do not leave it in plastic bags out because it is
usually scattered by stray dogs, foxes etc.

l Do not create too much commotion with unnecessary noise, respect the other
persons’ right to tranquility. 

l Cutting plants, carving barks of trees and tampering with birds’ nests damage the
environment and are prohibited by the forest legislation. 

l Park your car at the parking places and not next to the tables. 

l Use the water sparingly. Do not waste it.

l Urge other visitors also to observe the basic rules of conduct. 

l If you notice a fire, call number 1407 immediately (24 hours, free of charge).
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